‘Love one another, as | have loved you’ John 13 v34
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BENSON C of E
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Providing a rich,
stimulating & enjoyable
environment, where
children can begin their
learning journey &
prepare for adult life
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2ND OCTOBER 2026

TERM 1 VALUE: UNDERSTANDING

SCHOOL INFORMATION

Harvest
Thank you for the donations for our harvest celebration this week. We will take all food items

to the Wallingford Food Bank next week.

Reception Parents/Carers Meeting

All Reception parents/carers are invited to a meeting about Rocket Phonics and how this is
used to implement phonics in the Reception year in school. This is on Thursday 15" October
at9.10am in the school hall.

Items in School
Please discourage your child from bringing any personal items into school. These can easily
get lost or broken and can also be a distraction from learning.

PE
Please make sure ear-rings are removed for PE or children have their own tape in school they

can use to cover the ear-rings.

Road Safety
There are a number of children arriving at school on bikes who are not wearing a helmet.
Please make sure children have a helmet, and wear it, when they are cycling.

Please click here to read the Parents Footstep Guide to helping children to become safe and
confident pedestrians.

Allergies
Please do not send pesto into school in packed lunches as it contains tree nuts and we have

several children with nut allergies.

Benson C of E Primary School, Oxford Road, Benson, Wallingford, OX10 6LX. Tel: 01491 202502
www.bensoncofeprimary.org.uk



http://www.bensoncofeprimary.org.uk/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/fire-and-rescue/Footsteps-Parents-guide.pdf

Year 3&4 Workshops

On Wednesday, Damson, Apple and
Cherry classes took part in a workshop all
about volcanoes and rocks. We were
able to look at some rocks and ash from a
real volcano and link this to everything we
have learned about volcanoes so far this
term. We even had created mini
volcanoes which was great fun to watch
as they erupted! We then watched an
experiment to help us think about what
volcanologists do and how they know
when to evacuate an area if avolcano is
going to erupt. Thank you to Oxford
University Outreach for a very engaging
session.
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Today we had a visitor from Oxford University and they told us all about volcanoes and why some
erupt explosively and why some aren’t so extreme. So we did lots of experiments. We had some
water, oil and food colouring and some tablets then we watched them explode. Then we went
outside and put (in pairs) one fizzy tablet and some water in a film canister then we quickly
snapped the lid shut and placed it on the floor upside down and after a minute, pop! Off flew the
top! This helped us to understand that violent eruptions happen due to immense pressures and
gas build up. It was a good session and we learnt a lot. Justin & Saubhagya



Learning About Allergies

This week some of our classes took part in an online live assembly about allergy
awareness. Children learnt about what an allergy is and how simple actions such as
listening to each other and telling an adult if someone feels unwell can help people with
allergies.
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OXFORD HALF MARATHON

REMINDER: Meeting in Apple next Thursday, 8th October, at 3.30pm. Please attend if you
can (let me know if you can’t or if someone else is collecting the info and t-shirt for you).

Only a few days left to complete the 12 miles, the excitement is building!
CONGRATULATIONS!

Well done to our Y5 netballers — Emily, Rosie and Amelie - for their success at the recent
trials! They have been accepted into the Oxfordshire U11 Netball Programme, a great

achievement, we are proud of you!

Mrs Hadfield



Safeguarding Spotlight — Roblox

Many children talk about ‘playing Roblox’ as if it were a single game - but it's important to
understand that Roblox is actually a platform where users create and upload their own
games. This means that when children are on Roblox, they are not just playing one
controlled experience, they can move between millions of different games, created by
people from around the world.

While some games are creative and age-appropriate, others may include: Inappropriate
language or themes not suitable for younger children, unmoderated chat features, where
children can communicate with strangers, user-created games with hidden content, which
may not be obvious at first, in-game purchases and pressure to spend money (using
Robux), attempts to move conversations to other platforms (a common online safety risk).
Even when Roblox removes inappropriate content, new games are constantly being
uploaded, which makes it difficult to filter.
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Safeguarding children is everybody’s responsibility. If you have a safeguarding concern
about a child, you can contact the school office to arrange to speak to one of the school
Safeguarding Leads:

Designated Safeguarding Lead Mrs Pearce (Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Mrs Agudelo (SENCo) Mrs Fanstone (Assistant
Headteacher) and Mrs Launchbury-Rainey (Assistant Headteacher)

For urgent concerns you can email the school safeguarding email
safeguarding@benson.oxon.sch.uk

Anyone can report a concern to MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub). Click here for an
online link or phone 01865 519800.



mailto:safeguarding@benson.oxon.sch.uk
https://myehmportal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/mopsafeguard#h1

NHS|

Oxford Health

NHS Foundation Trust

We are your School Nurses!

"l Southeast Locality

We are a team of qualified school health nurses and associates who
support children in school with medical needs. We provide advice on
health-related issues, offer health reviews, support for families with
complex needs, and assist with health promotion activities.
Contacting us:

ChatHealth -ParentLine, is a texting service for parents and carers. You can text
anytime of the day or night, and you will have a response from a member of the 0-19
CYP team the next working day, between 9am -5pm Monday to Friday (excluding Bank

Holidays).

Parents /carers of children age 0-4 - 07312 263081
Parents /carers of children age 5-11- 07312 263227
ChatHealth age 11-19 07312263084

You can refer to us via the 0-19 CYP Single Point of Access
Email: cypO-19@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk 01865 903800



FOBS

FoBS Update - 2™ October
Happy's Circus

What a lovely evening we had at the circus on Wednesday! The sun was shining,
the atmosphere was brilliant, and it was so lovely to see so many families enjoying
the evening together. We've already had lots of lovely feedback, with people telling
us what a wonderful performance it was. It was fantastic to see everyone enjoying
the circus, as well as supporting our brilliant local vendors who came along,

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who made it happen — from the ticket team
and door team, to the billiant clean-up crew who stayed behind afterwards. We
couldnt have done it without you!

A very special thank you goes to Rosie MacArthur
who made and sold her own beautiful bracelets at the
cireus to help raise more money for FoBS. What a

& wonderful thing to do - we really appreciate the time
and effort she put in! 4§

Finally, thank you to everyone who came along and
supported FoBS. By coming to the circus, enjoying
the evening and supporting the event, you were
helping us to raise money for our school and our
children.

Thank You
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DATES

October
Friday 2" Year 4 maths packs to be collected from 3.15pm
classrooms
Wednesday 7th Individual school photos E:ng school
Thursday 8t Oxford half marathon meeting in Apple 3.30pm
classroom
Friday 9t Prospective families meeting 9.30am
Sunday 11t Oxford Half Marathon

Wednesday 14t — Friday
16th

Bag2School bags can be dropped off at school

Friday 16t

Y5&6 Girls’ football match

After school

Tuesday 20t — Friday
23rd

Year 6 PGL residential

Friday 237 October

Last day of term

Monday 26t - Friday 30t

Half Term

November

Monday 2nd

INSET day — school closed to children

w/c Monday 2"

Open classrooms for parents — times and
dates TBC

Tuesday 31

Start of term for all children

Wednesday 4th

Y5&6 netball tournament

After school

w/c Monday 9th

Parents evenings for Reception to Year 6 —
invitations to book will be sent in advance

Monday 9t

Y5&6 football match

After school




Vision screening for Reception children —

During school

th
Wednesday 25 more information to follow day
Thursday 12t Prospective families meeting 9.30am
Thursday 26t Y5&6 hockey tournament After school

w/c Monday 30t

Review meetings for parents of children on
the SEN register — invitations to book will be
sent in advance

December

Wednesday 2" Nursery & Reception Christmas Production 9.30am
Thursday 31 |Roc!< Concert — parents/carers of children 1.30pm
playing welcome

Wednesday 9th Year 1&2 Christmas Production 9.30am
Thursday 10t Year 1&2 Christmas Production 1.30pm
Wednesday 16t Christmas lunch and Christmas jumper day

Thursday 17t Christmas Church Services TBC
Thursday 17t Last day of term 2pm

Key dates for 2026-2027 for parents can be found on the school website,

click here.

Term dates can be found on the school website, click here.



https://www.bensoncofeprimary.org.uk/useful-dates-2025-2026/
https://www.bensoncofeprimary.org.uk/term-dates/
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